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Cosdon and

the River Taw

Sue Viccars explores around Belstone

Sue Viccars is a freelance
outdoor writer and editor,
specialising in southwest
England - especially
Dartmoor and Exmoor

Of the many options for
short circular walks from
Belstone on the northern
edge of the moor this has
to be the loveliest in spring:
a run across the lower
moorland slopes of Cosdon
Hill is followed by a steep
descent through Skaigh
Wood, then a return along
the River Taw. Note:The route
could be reversed, giving great
views of Belstone village, but going
anticlockwise avoids a very steep
ascent out of the cleave.

From the car park turn left to
walk through the village, soon

reaching the Coronation stone
on the green. Fork left to pass the
stocks and old village pound.
On meeting the Great Green
keep ahead across a small
parking area to pick up a path
that drops towards the River

Taw (views over Belstone Cleave :
i to recross the river via lvy Tor

left). Just before the ford turn
right over a railed footbridge.

Bear right uphill; on

meeting a walled enclosure
ahead bear right again. At the
wall corner look ahead to see
two ascending paths; take the
one bearing slightly left, uphill,
which soon crosses the slopes
of Cosdon parallel to Belstone
Cleave.This rocky and often wet
path crosses several streams,
including the Ivy Tor Water, before
ascending to reach a tall granite
boundary stone. Pass this to meet
a broad grassy path; bear left
downhill, parallel to a stone wall.

Look for a bridleway sign
by a gate in the wall: turn
left and walk downhill, with a

: wall and later bank right. At

. the bottom turn right through
a gate on a lovely path that

i zigzags down through Skaigh
Wood to a path junction (keep
i ahead for Sticklepath pubs/Finch :

Foundry).

Turn left to walk along

the banks of the Taw,
soon passing a restored pond
and later the river gauging
station. The path narrows and
climbs above the river. Cross

i the Henry Williamson bridge,

inscribed with a quote from the
North Devon author’s novel
Tarka the Otter.The path bears
right to a T-junction; turn left.
Around 100yds later turn left

Bridge, rebuilt in 201 I.
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At the footpath junction

turn right along the
riverbank path, wet and rocky
in places, soon passing the
remains of the 19th-century Ivy
Tor copper mine. Eventually the
path climbs away from the river,
then levels, climbing to pass
below a walled enclosure. Keep
ahead through gorse to meet a

i path; turn right to descend to

i the ford/footbridge. Cross over

i and retrace your steps uphill

i and across the Great Green. On
i meeting the lane bear left to find
i TheTors near the church of St

i Mary the Virgin for well-earned

i refreshment before retracing the
¢ outward route to find your car. l

FOOT FILE

LENGTH: 4'/4 miles (6.8km)
TIME: 2 hours

START/FINISH: Belstone car park
SX 621940

TERRAIN: Rocky and uneven in
places, especially along sections of

flood-damaged riverbank: boots
essential

MAP: OS Explorer

OL28 Dartmoor

PUBLIC TRANSPORT: None to
village; local buses along old A30
PARKING: Belstone car park
(free) on way into village
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